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methods for separating isotopes from each other, so that
we can now have, for instance, two chlorines, with exactly
the same chemical properties but having different atomic
weights.

The researches of Aston and others have led to the con-
clusion that most of the chemical elements as we know
them represent a mixture of two or more isotopes. In
atmospheric air, for example, consisting mostly of nitrogen
with the mass 14 and oxygen with the mass 16, there is
also a small admixture of the heavier isotopes of these ele-
ments (0.3 percent of nitrogen 15, and 0.03 percent of
oxygen 17).

One of the most interesting findings of recent times is
the discovery and isolation of the heavy isotope of hydro-
gen (or deuterium} by the American chemist H. C. Urey.